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Neighbor Spotlight

Sam & Betsy Vincent
By Mark Generales
mark@swspotlight.com

Bonita Springs — When I 
moved to Florida, I was to 
meet and make some fan-
tastic new friends.

At the top of the list is 
a couple that took me in 
almost im-
mediately. 
And as I 
got to know 
them, I re-
alized they 
were part of 
what makes 
Bonita such 
a wonder-
ful place.

Sam and Betsy Vin-
cent are known to so many 
folks. Betsy from New Or-
leans and Sam from Ba-
ton Rouge are best friends 
having been married for 

southern charm with them 
wherever they go and share 
with whomever they meet. 

In 1967 Sam was play-
ing drums and Betsy was 
starting at LSU when the 
romance began. By the 
following year they were 

m a r r i e d 
and moved 
into Sam’s 
D a d ’ s 
h o u s e . 
H a v i n g 
m a s t e r e d 
d r a � i n g 
in tech 
s c h o o l , 

Sam headed back to LSU 
to earn his architectural 

viewed the movie “Love 
Story”. No one says they’re 
sorry in their house. 

Breadwinner Betsy 

began her life-
long bank ca-
reer quickly 
moving from 
teller to branch 
manager. Sam 
graduated and 
began his ca-
reer in Baton 
Rouge receiv-
ing his nation-
al architect’s 
license in 1980. 

Many years 
of great busi-
ness in Loui-
siana, three 
terrifi c sons 
and time spent 
at Betsy’s parent’s beach 
house in Pas Christian 
gave way to Sam selling his 
business in 2001 and a job 

ture in Bonita began when 
Betsy found a home that 

included a dock.
Betsy soon joined a lo-

cal bank and at the Bonita 
Chamber met Trish Leon-
ard, who introduced her to 
Bonita. Soon Betsy was a 
Chamber Ambassador in-

viting new Chamber busi-
nesses into the fold – a role 
she has performed for many 
years and now chairs. 

Betsy tells of mak-
ing her fi rst call from the 
bank to a prospective cus-

tomer and 
how open 
and friendly 
they were. 
“Come on 
by!” they 
said and 
Betsy says 
she knew 
then they 
had moved 
to a special 
place. Now 
a Vice Presi-
dent at  Fine-
Mark Na-
tional Bank 
& Trust, 
Betsy says 
that special 

Bonita openness remains.
Sam’s skills eventually 

found him running his 
own business serving lo-
cal businesses and folks 
that need his architectural 
expertise. And in his spare 

time, Sam has been a con-
sultant to the City of Bo-
nita and today chairs the 
Bonita Springs Local Plan-
ning Agency.

Sam’s role with the 
City helped create a vi-
sion for downtown Bonita 
– a “City on the Imperial 
River”, one whose design 
respects the river and the 
environment, embodies 
the concept of an Ameri-
can village and is pedestri-
an friendly. A quick view 
of the vision would cause 
most of us to draw up an 
old rocker and sit a spell 
on the front porch of the 
local store.

Sam and Betsy extol 
the virtues of living and 
volunteering in a town 
that more than talks the 
talk – but actually lives it 
through events and City 
eff orts to retain the small 
town sense of community.

I know I am far from 
alone in feeling so fortu-
nate to call Sam and Betsy 

are the fabric that makes 
Bonita so special.  

Sam and Betsy extol 
the virtues of living 
and volunteering in 
a town that more 

than talks the talk.
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